
Remembering Titanic Project

Teacher Workshop 2

15 May 2023

3.00 – 5.30 pm

University of Southampton 

(Boldrewood Campus)

Workshop will be recorded for the project team. 

It will not be shared with anyone or publicly.

James Flood, 2012, RMS Titanic Arriving at Chelsea Piers

A fictional scene portraying RMS Titanic arriving at Chelsea Piers in 1912.
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Workshop 1 recap

1. Strategies to integrate Science & History curriculum goals

2. Strategies to integrate formal & informal learning environments

3. Guided tour of the SeaCity Museum

4. Generating lesson ideas
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Plans for today

• Place-based learning and disaster 

education

• Work as a whole group to develop and 

discuss a skeletal framework for 6 

lessons on Titanic

– Overarching learning goals

– Integration of Science & History

– Integration of formal & informal education

• Plan workflow for designing lesson plans 

& materials
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Recap: Project goals

Develop a short unit of work 

centered around Titanic

6 lessons-

enquiry?

Utilises

informal 

learning 

opportunities-

SeaCity 

Museum

Meets 

requirements 

of aspects of 

Science + 

History N/C
How might the museum 

exhibits/resources could be used 

in your unit of work?

What could be the focus of your unit 

of work? How might the museum 

content support this?

Which exhibits/resources appeal from 

both a Science and History point of 

view?
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Where disasters arise

DISASTER 

RISK

NATURA/ 

TECHNOLOGICAL 

HAZARDS
VULNERABLE SYSTEM

Knowledge of potential 

catastrophic and chronic 

physical events

• Past recurrence intervals

• Future of probability

• Speed of onset

• Magnitude

• Duration

• Spatial extent

Exposure, sensitivity and 

resilience of

• Population

• Economy

• Infrastructure and critical 

facilities

• Cultural assets

Ability, resources and 

willingness to

• Mitigate

• Prepare

• Respond

• Recover

Natural sciences

Science

Maths

Physical geography

Social sciences

Human geography

Social studies

History



6

Teaching Titanic Science

6
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2000-2002

http://www.theteachersguide.c

om/sciencemisc/titanicsciencet

eachersguide.pdf
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2000-2002

http://www.theteachersguide.c

om/sciencemisc/titanicsciencet

eachersguide.pdf
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Considerations for teaching about disasters

• When did it happen? Titanic (1912) vs Grenfell Tower (2017)

• Where did it happen? Titanic (Southampton, UK) vs Hillsborough (Sheffield, UK) vs 9/11 

(New York, USA)

– Community/Place-based education

• Engages students with local cultures, environment and heritage

• Helps community in solving current problems

• Develops appreciation for roots and connections

• Encourages young people to make sustained contribution to local community

• Emotional, ethical, political and controversial aspects of disaster

– Who’s responsible: How much to talk about accountability and responsibility?

• Alignment with existing curriculum goals 
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Historical significance

• Why is something like Titanic remembered? Why is it taught?

• Key disciplinary concept: Significance. What makes somethings history and others 

simply 'things that have happened'?

• The significance of a person, place, event in time is connected to the meaning, 

influence it has. Depending on where you are standing in place or time, the 

historical significance of something will change.

• The significance of something will change according to the specific 

historical questions we might be asking, the time period we are in or what we are 

trying to discover about a time period.
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History educators have attempted to create 

methods or criteria for identifying historical 

significance to support student judgements 

about the relative significance of an aspect of 

history being studied.

• Importance (to people in the past)

• Profundity (how deeply lives have been 

affected)

• Quantity (how many lives were affected)

• Durability (for how long were lives affected)

• Relevance (to the people of 

today) (Partington 1980)

Critique: Not chiefly concerned with what 

pupils might learn about historical 

significance.
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Acronyms

• Groundbreaking

• Remebered by all

• Events that were far reaching

• Affected the future

• Terrifying (Phillips 2002)

• Critique: seems to be ascribing intrinsic significance to an event itself (not subject 

to differing experiences of people across time and place)

• understand why people may hold different ideas about what has been significant;

• understand that the significance of an event is determined by the nature of 

the historical enquiry.

• Dealing with the workings of a collective cultural memory.

Remembered- actively commemorated

Resulting in change- historical 

consequences

Resonant- events by which people seem 

to orient themselves

Remarked upon

Revealing – deal with the discipline of 

history itself. (Counsell, 2011)
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Over to you...

• Construct outline SoW for 6 

lessons

• Utilise informal learning 

opportunities via SeaCity

museum

• Meet aspects of science and 

history national curricula

• Lessons will be fleshed 

out/resourced at the next 

workshop.
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Existing Titanic resources

• Top Titanic Resources For Teachers 

And Students (ultimatetitanic.com)

• Remembering the Titanic | National 

Geographic Society

• Titanic Science - Teacher Guide (USA)

• Titanic Science | Primary Science 

Teaching Trust (pstt.org.uk)

https://ultimatetitanic.com/titanic-resources-for-teachers/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/titanic/
http://www.theteachersguide.com/sciencemisc/titanicscienceteachersguide.pdf
https://pstt.org.uk/resources/resources-available-through-tts/titanic-science
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Next steps

A short feedback form – Your thoughts about today

Third CPD Workshop:

Thursday 29 June 2023, Avenue Campus

We will work on…

• Develop lesson plans and materials

• Reflect on the process


